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CORRESPONDENCE 187 

the similarity at least in the essential elements of the plot that one 
is almost justified in assuming evidence of a possible relationship, 
with La Fontaine, perhaps, as an intermediary. In both stories, 
the narrative seems to converge upon this central idea: the psy- 
chological fascination of an extraordinary setting. In both a 
woman rouses the deepest sympathy of a man, an utter stranger to 
her, by displaying a seemingly deep grief over the tomb of a dead 
husband. A mere outline of the two stories would be inadequate 
for a satisfactory comparison. They should be read in their 
entirety. 

A. Marinoni. 
University of Arkansas. 



St. Cuthbert and the King's Daughter 

In tbe twentv-seventh chapter of the Irish Libellus de Ortu 
Sancti Cuthlerti we read that a king's daughter who had been 
seduced by a young man falsely accused St. Cuthbert of being 
responsible for her condition. The Saint prayed G-od to clear him 
of the charge, if need be, by a miracle, whereupon the earth opened 
and swallowed her up and she descended into hell. 

This legend is strikingly similar to the Buddhist legend of 
Chincha. 

The Latin text of the Christian legend will be found in Mis- 
cellanea Biographica, Publications of the Surtees Society, vol. 8 
(1838), pp. 83-84; English translation in Rites of Durham, ed. 
J. T. Fowler, Surtees Society, vol. 107 (1902), pp. 35-37. On the 
date of the Libellus, see J. Eaine, Dictionary of Christian Bio- 
graphy, vol. 1, p. 729, col. 1. 

The Buddhist legend forms the Introduction to Jataka 472: 
text, vol. iv, pp. 187-189 ; translated by W. H. D. Rouse, vol. iv, 
pp. 116-117. The legend also occurs in the Dhammapada Com- 
mentary, xiii, 9 : text, vol. in, pp. 178-181 ; translated by E. W. 
Burlingame, Buddhist Legends, Harvard Oriental Series, vol. 30, 
pp. 19-22. 

It would seem likely that later versions of this Irish legend were 
in circulation on the Continent during the middle ages. If so, will 
some reader point them out ? 

E. W. Burlingame. 

Yale University. 



